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Record Attendance at 2019
NJ Woodland Stewards Program

Congratulations, Participants!

NJWS Class of 2019 - Top row left to right, standing: Rachel Darley, Paul Repetti, Christine 
Hall, Carter Hall, John Landau,  Marianne Hopko, Susan Landau, Lori Klamner, Kathy 
Ireland, Justin Hilaire, Lynn Groves, Ray Croot, Greg Blackwood, Rita Bliden, Forrest 
Woods, Joey Slomian, Willa Scantlebury, Dave Parsons, Bill Jones, Susan Linder; Bottom 
row, left to right, kneeling: John Hooven, instructor, Pam Zipse, instructor, Suzi Marr, Jac-
queline Rocci, Kieran Hunt, instructor and participant, Christina Correa, Reid Giacomar-
ra and Mary Ellen Sartori. (Not pictured) Maria Palumbo and Nick Polanin, instructor and 
honorary class photo photographer. 

by John Hooven,  
NJWS Facilitator & NJFA Vice-President 
As is told to each and every steward that 

passes through the program, they are the 
heart and soul of the program.  It is not the 
venue.  It is not solely the material.  It is the 
stewards and the forest.  It is through their 
efforts and volunteering that the benefits 
and message about forest management and 
forest health are spread throughout New 
Jersey.  From the maritime forests of Cape 
May to the vast northern hardwood forests of 
Highpoint, NJ Woodland Steward Program 
participants volunteer and let other New Jer-
seyans know, woodland owners and forest 
enthusiasts alike, that tending today’s forests 
make the odds of healthy forests for tomor-
row better.  

In only nine years, the NJ Woodland 
Stewards Program has trained over 140 vol-
unteers.  This year has been the program’s 
largest class yet.  In this time, volunteers 
have set up displays at libraries, taught les-

sons about the forest to school children, par-
ticipated in the NJ Envirothon, assisted at the 
NJ Wild Outdoor Expo, gave presentations 
at the NJ Pinelands Short Course, supported 
programs at the Forest Resource Education 
Center in Jackson (including the monthly 
Backyard Forestry in 90 Minutes programs 
and the annual Fall Forestry Festival), assist-
ed at the NJ State Forest Service nursery in 
Jackson, worked with NJ Forest Fire Service 
with forest thinning operations…..they’ve 
been EXTREMELY busy!!  In addition, vol-
unteers have completed many of their own 
self-guided projects such as community for-
estry programs, getting homeowner associa-
tions and watersheds into forest management 
programs, and planting thousands of trees!  
Let us not also forget the work that has been 
done to support and educate private wood-
land owners throughout the state as well as 
supporting forest management on publicly 
owned forested lands.  Well done stewards!!  
Continued on page 3 

Upcoming
Backyard Forestry
NORTH Programs

January 16th 
“Prescribed Burning 101” 

Fire is an ecosystem process that is 
important to North Jersey.  If you are a 
landowner, non-government organization, 
or have land holdings, attend this 
program to hear forward-thinking ideas 
on managing your woodland’s habitat.  
Pennsylvania has an ambitious goal 
of burning tens of thousands of acres 
annually for habitat improvement and 
wildfire prevention.  Learn how effective 
their program has been and how we 
can benefit from their experiences.  Join 
us as we welcome Patrick McElhenny 
from the Nature Conservancy and 
John Wakefield from the PA Game 
Commission at Backyard Forestry North.  

February 20th 
“Managing Wildlife (Deer!) 

for Forests”
Learn about managing deer to help our 
forests.  What are negative effects of deer 
overpopulation in the forest (think ticks, 
not allowing the forest to regenerate, 
etc.).  R.J. Curcio, Staff Ecologist with 
NJ Deer Control LLC will talk about the 
problems landowners & foresters have 
with deer and what we can do about it. 

Continued on page 3 



by Edward A. Hogan, Esq., 
Long-time NJFA Member and Former 

NJFA Board Member 

A recent decision is a reminder 
to those qualifying for farmland 
assessment tax treatment, that it is 
critical to respond to information 
requests from the local tax assessor.  In 
Alcatel-Lucent USA, Inc. v. Township 
of Berkeley Heights (Superior Court of 
New Jersey, Appellate Division, Docket 
Number A-0743-16T1, decided August 
18, 2019), the Appellate Division held 
that a property owner could not even 
oppose the local tax assessor’s demand 
of farmland tax assessment because 
it had not responded to the assessor’s 
request for accounting of the income 
derived on a property.  

Several years before the tax year 
in question, the owner of a 195-acre 
corporate campus had retained a 
forester to prepare a forest management 
plan for 57 acres of woodland and had 
qualified for farmland tax assessment.  
The tax assessor requested an 
accounting of the income generated on 
the property, but the property owner 

failed to respond.  Thus, the assessor 
denied the renewal application for 
farmland assessment.  The Appellate 
Division sustained the tax assessor’s 
denial of farmland assessment because 
the property owner failed to reply to 
the information request.  In so doing, 
the Court rejected the argument of the 
property owner that cited general tax 
provision not part of the Farmland 
Assessment Act and held that the failure 
to answer the information request alone 
was sufficient to deny the assessment 
as well as the ability to appeal.  In light 
of this decision, property owners are 
well cautioned to carefully reply to the 
information requests from the local tax 
assessor, as failure to do so could result 
in denial of preferential tax treatment.  
The result is that the property will be 
taxed at its full fair market value as 
well as subjecting the owner to the 
imposition of rollback taxes, that is, 
two years of full taxation.   

Editors Note:  The NJFA will once 
again be offering, to members, free 
workshops on Farmland Assessment 
in 2020.  Announcements on dates & 
times will be made shortly. 
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The March 21, 2020 meeting of 
NJFA at Cook Campus (Rutgers) 
Student Center promises to shed 
light on the hot topic of fire in New 
Jersey’s ecosystems.  New Jersey’s 
very proactive Forest Fire Service will 
have several representatives to talk 
about both fire prevention activities and 
the new prescribed burning activities 
authorized under recent legislation. 
Landowners in all regions of the state 
will gain from learning about the 
benefits of prescribed burning and 
how it can be implemented on private 
property. We’ll also hear from a leading 
fire science researcher who will discuss 
fire risk assessment from a landscape 
perspective. Landowners, foresters, 
resource professionals and municipal 
officials will all find something of value 
in these talks. 

To round out the meeting, we’ll 
have afternoon sessions including a 
chain saw safety overview, a discussion 
about options for landowners who want 
to preserve woodland, and an example 
of how one landowner uses NRCS 
EQIP funds to conduct woodland 
management. 

We’ll hear from the state forester 
and state fire warden, and get an 
update on the new Forest Stewardship 
regulations. 

Need more? Woodland-themed 
silent auction opportunities, 50/50, 
door prizes, outstanding lunch, 
networking with woodland-oriented 
agencies, resource professionals, and 
other landowners. You can’t afford not 
to attend! 

NJFA Annual Meeting 
to address hot topic – wildfire and 

prescribed burning 



Continued from page 1 
This year’s class was a tight and very sociable group 

from Day One.  There was a great deal of positive energy. It 
must have been the forest.  The food was delicious as usual.  
The presenters, informative and entertaining; who knew a 
squirrel’s flatulence could make quaking aspen shake!!  
Well, the tongue in cheek references were enough to make 
a memorable point.  Early succession and forest ecology 
were reviewed in the field. Fundamental silviculture and 
forest measurements were introduced to participants by 
professional foresters.    

Once again, for the third year, thanks to New Jersey For-
estry Association board member Jack Shuart, participants 
used their muscles on the two-”person” cross-cut saw.  The 
search was on in the woods of Camp Linwood MacDonald 
for rare and endangered species and to assess the proper-
ty’s acreage for vernal pools. Saturday night there was live 
music and singing from the one-man band, instructor and 
participant Kieran Hunt, alongside the lake at the bonfire 
with s’mores.    

As the program drew to a close, everyone’s favorite 
subject, Tree Identification, left the participants want-
ing for more.  Suddenly, an encore of last year’s winter 

tree ID presentation was proposed for the 2020 Stewards Update 
on January 18th at Duke Farms.  As the participants made their 
closing statements with takeaways of this year’s program, it was 
clear that another successful NJ Woodland Stewards Program 
was in the books.  With that, planning for the 10th Anniversary 
program in 2020 is underway.  To all those stewards, members, 
board members and supporters of the New Jersey Forestry Asso-
ciation, volunteers and appurtenant supporters, remember always 
that you have a support network here of stewards to fall back on 
for assistance with your volunteer projects and ideas.  Let us make 
tomorrow’s forests better than today’s!
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 2019 NJ Woodland Stewards Program

Reid Giacomarra and Ray Croot let the sawdust fly on the two-person saw. 

Stewards intent on learning during an outdoor session of the NJ Woodland Stew-
ards Program. 

Continued from page 1 

March 19th
“Managing Forests for Wildlife”

Evan Madlinger, Biologist for Natural Resources Conservation 
Service - Forest landowners have multiple goals for managing 
their woodland, and wildlife habitat is usually one of them. Evan 
will discuss strategies landowners can use to improve their 
woodlands for wildlife, and programs that NRCS offers to help 
defray some of the costs associated with management activity. 
Management strategies and outcomes will vary with region of 
the state, land use history of the parcel, character of neighboring 
properties, and control of deer. 

This FREE series of programs takes place every 
THIRD Thursday of the month (except December) 

from 7:00pm to 8:30 pm. 
Pre-registration is requested.  

Visit njforestry.org to register.

Upcoming Backyard Forestry 
NORTH Programs

in Jackson, New Jersey

Upcoming topics include: 

Big Tree Program 

Winter Pruning 

Firewise Landscaping & 
Defensible Space 

Registration for our long-running series of free monthly programs 
at the Forest Resource Education Center can be found by visiting 
njforestry.org.  This free series is offered every SECOND Thursday 
of the month from 7:00pm to 8:30 pm. Pre-registration is requested.



Join or Renew Now by visiting www.njforestry.org or 
by filling out and mailing this form with your check.

2020 Membership Application  - New Jersey Forestry Association
Name _____________________________________________________________ Date _________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone __________________________________  Fax ____________________________________

Membership in the Association shall be open to 
persons or organizations who are in accordance 
with the objectives of the Association. 
Submit completed form to:
     New Jersey Forestry Association
     P.O. Box 367
     Flemington, NJ 08822
Visit us at: www.NJForestry.org

Membership Information:
Woodland Owner
Number of woodland acres:
______ in ________________
 Acres                   County

Non-Woodland Owner Interest
q Forest Conservationist
q Forestry Industry

Membership Categories:
Individual 
q Regular Member ............................ $55
q Sustaining .................................... $100
q Steward ........................................ $200
q Forest Sponsor ............................ $500
Business 
q Corporate Sponsor ..................... $100
q Business Benefactor ................... $300
q Business Sponsor ..................... $1000
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Like Us on Facebook!
Another way to keep informed in timely topics that affect you as a forest landowner 

(or someone who is interested in forestry) is to “like” 
our Facebook page. Log on to Facebook, then search 
for “New Jersey Forestry Association” and click “LIKE”. 

NJFA
can be found 
on Twitter at 

@NJForestry

NEW JERSEY
FORESTRY ASSOCIATION
PO Box 367 Flemington, NJ 08822


